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so those of you don't know who David is I'm really going to let him tell his own story that he is a life long 
peace activist a Quaker and the story of his life is really an inspiration and the goal of this evening with David 
speaking a few questions and then interacting with you is to regenerate each of us to understand that the 
world has been changed in market we quote that I'm butchering but never doubt that a small group of people 
can change the world in fact it's the only thing that ever has we are a small group of people david has been 
part of small groups of people that have changed the world so | want you to hear his his life experience and 
how that stimulate can use some of the deeper questions about what you're involved in and hopefully by the 
time we finish this you're all going to walk out feeling more inspired having made new friends and feel what 
we energized to be on this life path which is so rewarding the life that have not mild social change for peace 
and flavor justice | David I'd like to Mike | do can you hear me well it's great to be here thank you to Sancho 
for inviting me and as it's just uncle mentioned | will show some slides to share some stories about my life 
I've written this book waging peace global adventures of a lifelong activist that's available on the table back 
there and I've written this book because | think one of our greatest enemies if you want to call it that is our 
sense of 
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want to call it that is our sense of powerlessness that things are so horrible the militarism the racism the 
materialism the all that stuff and who are we little tiny people trying to do something and | have had the good 
fortune uh through my 77 years now to be in the right place at the right time or making the right decision to 
do the right thing at the right time um - | influenced by Gandhi and Martin Luther King | think really 
understanding from a very young age the power of non-violence and wanting to use my life to try to 
experiment with that power of non-violence and find others that really believe we can create the change you 
know we shall overcome uh | can't believe that Gandhi believes that and we can too so what I'll be doing is 
just sharing a few of the stories from my my life which hopefully will give us some hope and some sense of 
inspiration that we can make a difference and then we'll have time for questions and discussion afterwards | 
don't know if any of you remember but in 1958 the United States and the Soviet Union were doing nuclear 
bomb testing in the Pacific and the Soviet Union in the United States and for Quakers decided to sail a small 
boat called the Golden Rule into the nuclear test area and each of them wrote something saying why they 
were essentially risking their lives to try to stop this insanity of the nuclear arms race and this inspired me 
wow if 
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arms race and this inspired me wow if these guys are willing to risk their lives what am | willing to do so | was 
in high school at the time and | helped organize a walk for peace from Philadelphia to the United Nations 
that's me with the walk for peace sign in the front they're a little bit younger and it we stayed in churches and 
friends meetings on the way and when we got to New York we had five hundred people walking down the 
street you know one of those New York streets towards the United Nations and this was the largest 
demonstration I'd ever seen and | thought there is hope okay 1958 well as | mentioned earlier | decided to go 


to Howard University to try to help make integration real in our country not just talk about it and Howard was 
a predominantly african-american University and issue problem as many of you may remember for african- 
american students in Greensboro North Carolina decided they'd had enough of segregation and went to a 
Woolworths drugstore to get something to eat when stead of getting something to eat they were arrested and 
that was like a norm o'clock a spark plugs that woke up especially african-american students all himself to 
begin going and challenging segregation at the lunch counters at restaurants their own communities so in 
Howard we discovered that in both Maryland and Virginia everything was segregated even African 
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everything was segregated even African ambassadors at the UN when they went to Washington could not 
eat along the highway in the state of Maryland its 1960 so as | said earlier we started going to Maryland and 
spent most of our weekends in jail because they didn't want to serve integrated group well the state of 
Virginia had passed a law saying anybody that challenged that law the segregation law in Virginia could get 
six months in jail and a $500 fine and we kept going to Maryland for reasons you might guess well by June 
still with no sit-ins in the state of Virginia and we felt more and more uncomfortable that's not doing not 
challenging that law even though we didn't have $500 each and didn't especially want to spend six months in 
jail but we we did an additional non-violence training and got up our courage and went down to a so-called 
people's drugstore in Arlington Virginia and here we are trying to get something to eat that's me on the far 
right instead of giving us something to eat they closed the lunch counter but they didn't want the publicity so 
they didn't arrest us so we sat there for two days waiting for something to eat and it was the most challenging 
two days of my life the American Nazi Party came in was there celesta cos people spat in our faces they put 
lit cigarettes down our shirts they punched us in the stomach so hard we would fall on the floor and then they 
would kick us and toward the end of the second day and each time we would try to 
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second day and each time we would try to respond in a loving nonviolent way which was part of the spirit and 
the guidelines for everybody doing this and so we had a lot of practice but toward the end of the second day | 
was meditating on loving your enemy and | heard this guy come up from behind me saying if you don't get 
out of the store in two seconds I'm going to stab this through your heart and in his hand was a switchblade 
and so | had to decide in two seconds do | really believe in non-violence or is is some better way to to deal 
with this guy and I said we've had a lot of practice and | said friend do what you believe is right but I'll still try 
to love you and it was the most amazing thing this guy's face that was contorted with hatred and his hand 
with the knife his hand began to fall and his job began to drop and he left the store so for a young 20 year old 
that was kind of an amazing experience about the power of non-violence what we then did something even 
more challenging there were 500 people outside because they've been in the front page of the newspapers 
threatening violence to us and we went to the front door of this people's drugstore and read a statement 
appealing to the religious and community leaders of Arlington to use their influence to get the eating facilities 
opened everyone and then this was the hard part we said if nothing changes in a week we'll be back and to 
think of it could we really come back and do this again well some friendly media people got aspect to 
Washington alive 
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got aspect to Washington alive and we back at Howard we essentially ship in our shoes for six days do we 
have the courage to do this again and on the sixth day we got a phone call that they religious that community 
leaders had met and met with the religion with the business leaders and got a commitment that the eating 
facilities would be open within ten days so that was the most important lesson in my life you know that when 
something terrible is happening instead of cursing the television set or the president or segregation or war or 
climate change for whatever the problem is ah find some people that believe as deeply as you do about 
something identify a source of that injustice that violence the oppression and go and start challenging it you 
know head-on believe with Margaret Mead that that we the people do have the the power to make change so 


anyway that's that was a very important lesson for me then instead of going to jail for six months | got a 
scholarship to go and study in Europe and spent 12 months in Berlin studying at the two universities at nice 
in West Berlin and which was the different kind of a challenge | would | on my bicycle | have crossed over to 
East Berlin every day every morning and | would hear a lot of communist propaganda and when | would 
challenge that propaganda they called me a capitalist war monger and then | biked 
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a capitalist war monger and then | biked back to the West in the afternoon and heard a lot of anti-communist 
propaganda and | challenge that they called me a communist conspirator so | learned early on that 
unfortunately many of us maybe most of us in the world are very influenced by the propaganda so our 
government and the media feed us you know how we're the greatest nation in the world and you know all 
these enemies out there and of course the only thing the enemy understands is military force so the United 
States and the Soviet Union were threatening nuclear war over Berlin that year it was one of the hottest 
years in history politically so | did little things like bringing students from the two sides together to try to get to 
know each other well I'm happy to say when I went back after the wall has been taken down by the people 
the United States had spent billions of dollars to to fight you know to try to fight the Soviet Union in 
communism and that really had no effect whatsoever we became we we continued as mortal enemies but a 
non-violent people power in in in Germany and in all Eastern Europe except except for Romania brought 
down the communist dictatorships hey with hardly a person killed by either the police or the people power 
movements um and | think that's really quite amazing well | went back after the wall came down instead of 
the tanks in East and West Berlin facing each other at checkpoint charlie here is a photo of Gandhi a life- 
sized 
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here is a photo of Gandhi a life-sized photo as you see at the top there and that was pointing to a museum of 
the history of nonviolent struggle from Gandhi to wa I-'insa in poland and i thought what a wonderful 
conversion and that as if living in East and West Berlin was not enough | heard that you could go camping in 
the Soviet Union and this was the archenemy you know these are the communists that | have learned are so 
terrible and | want to get to know these people so | was able to borrow the money to get a VW Bug and five 
of us traveled 6,000 miles through the Soviet Union in a VW Bug just getting to know people in their homes 
and these are some of the people at one of the campgrounds that we met and if you look closely you can 
see that they're all evil calm yes well | ended up by three trips in the early sixties taking groups of students 
back to the Soviet Union just getting you know it's the beginning of citizen diplomacy where our governments 
aren't making peace still at least the people can try to make peace with each other and | had been arrested 
in front of the White House praying for an end of nuclear bomb testing in 1962 and people had said to us uh 
you know what why are you our bombs are peaceful why don't you go and demonstrate in Russia and so 
later that summer I was in Russia and so here we are in a peace demonstration in Red Square right in front 
of the Kremlin with the basel st. bought whole church 
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with the basel st. bought whole church there in the background and we had gave out leaflets saying bomb 
test kill people and the Russian people were gathered around saying why are you demonstrating against our 
peaceful bombs why don't you go and demonstrate in the United States and then the Soviet police came and 
said did you know you can get twenty years in prison for demonstrating against Russia's peaceful bombs 
and you know we said we we don't think there's such a thing as a peaceful vlog and we already 
demonstrated in the United States and spent some time in jail and we don't want to spend twenty years in jail 
but that if we got twenty years that would be a lot better than nuclear annihilation and the these two police 
said well we have to go and talk with our commanding officer and so we continued the silent vigil there in 
front of the Kremlin and they never came back and so that night we went back to our campground | did | later 
found out that although | didn't get arrested they wouldn't allow me back into the union for 26 years which 


which | felt bad about and | mean I'd studied Russian language and Russian history and foreign policy and | 
thought but any rate so this is also 1962 | mentioned over dinner to several people but six of us had an 
opportunity to sit down with President Kennedy in the White House I'm the young guy there in the left and 
with all these weighty Quakers and uh it was he was sitting in its rocking chair next to the fireplace and first 
we were 
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to the fireplace and first we were impressed that he actually was listening to us it wasn't like | am the 
president and and let me tell you guys all the truth | mean we talk to all kinds of things we made it clear the 
reason we were there was our concern about the arms race and how this could end up in nuclear war and he 
says you know I've been reading the guns of August about before the first world war how everyone was 
arming to the teeth to try to prevent that war and that's exactly what got them into it and he said it's it's it's 
very scary how similar the situation is right now to what it was 1914 that's 62 and of course that the Cuban 
Missile Crisis that came that fall but any rate i among other things i said mr. president we are appealing to 
you to challenge the Russians to a peace race you know we've had an arms race and that really hasn't 
gotten us you know much more secure how about trying a peace race and he says you know the there's a 
very powerful military-industrial complex country if you're serious about this you're going to go out and 
develop a powerful movement to enable us to to take that kind of leadership but he actually did take that 
leadership and it's part of what got him killed well this is couple years later the several years later during the 
Vietnam War and a bunch of Quakers | just felt we have to do something to try to help awaken the American 
people to this horrendous war that's going on so we went to the Capitol steps and began reading the names 
of the war dead uh this is every Wednesday at noon we 
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uh this is every Wednesday at noon we would do that and we would only get to about thirty or forty names 
and they would arrest us because we were you know demonstrating on the Capitol steps well so for three 
weeks in a row we were arrested and taken to jail and | after three weeks | went to congressman George 
Brown and | said it was the congressman from Southern California said congressman we're getting arrested 
for reading the names the war dead is there anything that you can do to help us and he he leaned back in a 
swivel chair he says yeah he says | think | will join you okay and furthermore | will write a letter to every 
member of Congress inviting them to join us as well so the next day as you can see we had three members 
of Congress who joined us ah and when we began reading the names the were dead we were all arrested 
but the congressmen that people had congressional immunity so they were able to get through the whole 
thirty-five thousand names of Americans have been killed and that got national publicity Life magazine did a 
special issue with the photograph of the story of every American had been killed people began reading the 
names of war dead at congressional offices at federal buildings all over the country and anyway | like to think 
that our courage gave courage these Congress people to do what they knew was right and actually many 
other congressmen in the succeeding weeks also joined us my wife Jen and | joined 250,000 - excuse 
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wife Jen and | joined 250,000 - excuse me 250 other Quakers in a silent meeting for worship President Nixon 
had become president at that time and by that time and we had asked to see him he says in no way was he 
going to talk with these Quakers so we started the meeting for worship and the police came and arrested all 
the rest of the 250 Quakers that were there except for genuinely and our two young children who were less 
than one and almost three and here the chief of police that tidy and our son Peter is behind the chief of 
police the chief police was trying to convince us that if we loved our children we better leave we've made our 
point and if we're arrested our children will be taken away and put in juvenile hall and you know what 
happens to children in juvenile hall and | don't you love your children and we said of course we love our 
children but we also love the children in Vietnam and we'll be happy to leave when we stop fondling those 
children or Vietnam well anyway that went on for quite a while and he finally arrested us but this is this photo 


was sent around the country | think by AP News and so our friends all in the country sent us photos of this 
this photo and somehow a young family getting arrested was more photogenic then 250 old Quakers so | 
mean a lot of a lot of people say well when you're when you have children and you know you get older and 
wiser you 
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you know you get older and wiser you give up doing stupid things well we we never quite got that idea and | 
think it's important that we not give up our ideals and our values just because you know society tells us oh 
you know forget about loving the people the world you know focus on your own family well this in Christmas 
of 1971 the u.s. started bombing Hanoi and Haiphong and Hanoi and Haiphong had millions of people in it 
and at Christmas time of all times United States chose to start talking well we were living in a community in 
West Philadelphia called the Life Center and we came together for a little worship service after that bombing 
started to try to feel the pain as the families that were underneath those bombs what did it mean for the 
children what does it mean for the parents and somehow came to the feeling we've got to do much more 
than write letters to Congress people and that kind of stuff we've got to put our bodies between the bombs 
and the people are getting killed and that we would support each other in doing that so if some of us got long 
jail terms till you know other people would help with our families paying rent and that kind of stuff so we were 
able to do something together as a community that we won debated will do is isolate individuals well instead 
of going to annoy Haiphong which would cost a lot of money and might have been very hard to get there we 
found out in Leonardo New Jersey there were Navy ships taking bombs 
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there were Navy ships taking bombs munitions to to Vietnam every week and so we recruited 26 canoes and 
52 people and went out there and started blocking these ships with our canoes and our bodies essentially 
saying over our bodies sorry but you know vomit the children the people of federally and | saw well this is the 
name of this first ship was the USS nitro and we were out there for six days and we'd gotten word that the 
ship was there leaves six o'clock the next morning so we were out there very early and when they lifted 
anchor we were paddling madly to try to stay right in front of and as we looked up on the bow ship here all 
these sailors kind of giving us support and then we looked a little more closely and seven of the sailors 
jumped off of the ship into the ocean and began swimming toward our canoes so unfortunately the Navy 
picked up those sailors put them back on the ship and put them in the brig but this was in the New York 
Times it was on the evening TV news on all the stations and these sailors told us later that when their ship 
went through the Panama Canal all the other Navy ships had heard about the USS nitro and these seven 
sailors and gave them the fist of solidarity so and about that time the the resistance within the US military to 
carrying out their orders to kill and burn villages and to to save them we had to destroy 


=pDfM1T1Owb8&t=1682s 





and to to save them we had to destroy the villages you know that kind of stuff | began to really increase 
significantly so again | like to believe that our courage gave the seven sailors courage to do what they really 
felt they needed to do and those their courage gave courage to a whole lot of other US soldiers to say no to 
the insanity of the orders that they're being ordered to carry out and if you've read Tom Welles book the war 
within or Tom havens more recent book you'll see that a major reason that war ended was not just the 
Vietnamese resistance to it but was the American soldiers unwillingness to follow the orders and the film 
which you perhaps seen called well | forgot the name of it like that but there's a film which really serves that 
story's well well this blockade spread up and down the East Coast and also often down the west coast and 
so for that whole year we continued blocking ships this is down leonardo's me in Norfolk Virginia an air for 
aircraft aircraft carrier called the USS America that we're blocking again with our canoes and the sailors as 
you can see up there we're all giving us the baseline and support and the Navy brought its fire hoses up and 


instead of we thought they were good as aims of the fire hose at us but they angel them at the soldiers so 
they would not be seen publicly you know supporting is a demonstration well they had the headline the next 
day they the thing they actually arrested all of us put a space down in a Coast Guard boat with guns 
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down in a Coast Guard boat with guns pointed at us while the ship sailed out and the headlines in the paper 
the next day was and this was the USS America the name of the aircraft carrier the headline was America 
defeats peace flotilla so America was standing tall again so this is a Danville Campbell Canyon a nuclear 
power plant which over a thousand of us back in the 70s did everything in our power to try to stop it that's me 
going over a homemade ladder | want to share that whole story but as you know that nuclear power plant did 
you finally go online and there were over 500 of us spending a couple weeks in jail and of including some 
folks here and included actually a number of people set up from Santa Cruz mm-hmm anybody else that was 
down there yes okay Kathy yeah good thank you but anybody in the men's part of the Jail we were feeling 
this is after the final permit had been given for Diablo Canyon to go online we were applying a feeling 
hopeless and helpless we'd done what we could and somebody threw a newspaper over the fence and 
here's the headlines were the blueprints for the whole cooling system for the nuclear power plant were 
upside down in the second reactor so what the inner the Nuclear 
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reactor so what the inner the Nuclear Regulatory Commission had called the safest reactor in the world you 
know if it had gone online you know we all thought none of us might wouldn't be here on now but anyway we 
did stop and close down every other nuclear power plant in California and as a result of our efforts and other 
people throughout the country no licenses for any new clip new nuclear power plant was issued for the next 
35 years that's the power of the people and also very close here in the Bay Area is Livermore nuclear 
weapons labs it's one of the two labs where we've developed all the nuclear weapons which the United 
States not only dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki but or threatening Devon Russia China North Korea you 
know if we actually ever use any of these things they'll probably be the end of all this but as you perhaps 
know there's been an ongoing campaign at Livermore nuclear weapons labs which especially manifests itself 
on Good Friday before Easter and on Hiroshima and Nagasaki day in August where many people from the 
churches and communities around the Bay Area come to say no and over and over again get arrested so 
we're a thousand of us arrested there in 1983 | think it was and similar to what | mentioned earlier in the sit- 
ins instead of feeling sorry for ourselves we did teach-ins and we shared our life stories we built a sense of 
community and developing strategy for the rest of our lives and most of these folks have continued an 
important part of the the movement ever since in 1987 how many of you knew Brian Wilson or no Brian 
Wilson well it's 
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Wilson or no Brian Wilson well it's great | know he lived here in Santa Cruz for quite a while you may not 
know but he's moving to Santa Cruz or - excuse me Nicaragua where he's been offered a place to stay for 
the rest of his life he's seen as a hero that really was willing to risk his life to try to relieve the suffering stop 
the suffering of the people in the qiraji well Brian had gone down he'd obviously gone through horrible stuff in 
in Vietnam any how many of you have seen his book a blood on the tracks well great there's a coffee back 
here on the table if you're innocent but Brian shares the story of one of his jobs was to go into villages after 
the bombing and see how effective they'd been and enjoyed after village it would be mostly women children 
old old men no guns and he came into this one village and here was a woman with her three children arms 
around their mom and the woman's eye eyelids had been burned by napalm and so she was looking right at 
him and she and her children were dead but it was a conversion experience for him what am i doing 10,000 
miles from home doing this to these families and he came home a changed man but when he went to Central 
America in the in the late 80s he found the same thing again with american-supplied you know bombs and 
munitions and he came back and said David we have to do something much much more powerful than 
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something much much more powerful than what we've done so far so we founded at Concord Naval 
Weapons Station just 35 miles or so from San Francisco on the Suisun Bay Sacramento River arms were 
being shipped every week sometimes many times a week till Salvador and then na Nelson Nicaragua and 
Guatemala so we started what we called Nuremberg actions this is we start June 10th of 1987 where we 
didn't see ourselves with breaking any law we were upholding international law and the Nuremberg principles 
after the Second World War define what crimes against war crimes crimes against humanity crimes against 
peace and when you see killing innocent women and children of course is a war crime but doing nothing in 
the face of that is also a crime so we were trying to uphold international law by stopping these crimes against 
humanity so Dorothy Grenada who also vision said accrues here she and | were the two of the first people 
arrested in in June of 87 well Brian whenever he does something he really wants to think it through and he 
decided that starting September 1st he and other veterans within a fast for 40 days on the tracks because 
their tracks and roads and so he said to the Navy and he said to the news he said starting September 1st 
we're gonna be on the tracks trying to say no look at two weapons going to kill our brothers and sisters in in 
Central America you have three choices 
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Central America you have three choices you can stop the shipment of the arms and we can all celebrate and 
the people in America can celebrate or you can arrest us and take us off to jail but we want you to know that 
the moment your you release us we'll be back on the tracks or in the third choice | you can run over us and 
he and none of the rest of us ever guessed that what they would choose to do would be to run overs well 
that's what they did do and here Brian has been run over and one of his legs was cut off and the other was 
so badly injured but anyway I'm holed up trying to hold the blood in his head where was it great big hole in 
his head and it was the worst day of my life and obviously | mean as you know Brian | did survive after | think 
ten eleven hours of surgery and he had said our lives are not worth more than the people in Central America 
and their lives are not our lives are not worth more their lives are not worth less which is a very radical idea 
we Americans many of us think our lives of course were more important if we want their oil or their resources 
or you know cheap labor you know we deserve it well Brian didn't believe that and he not only didn't believe it 
he was willing to his life on the line for it and so that what the Navy and the US government were saying was 
we have a war to fight you guys get out of the way with the expectation that we would get the message but 
instead of getting that message we had 9,000 people out there the next weekend to say we're going to 
continue this blockade and we did block every for two and half years so so they had to 
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for two and half years so so they had to arrest us sometimes two busloads of us uh before they could get the 
train through and instead of barreling through us the trains would stop they'd bring the whole bunch of 
sheriffs and you know they broke my arm and broke other people's arms if we didn't get off the tracks etc but 
we had about 30 groups church groups and war tax resisters and various groups that would come once a 
month to join the vigil and the blockade this is my mom and dad that came down with a group from Sonoma 
County and | this was taken just before the three of us were arrested of blocking a train and you see my dad 
sign loved one another that's also a very radical sign which if we took seriously we'd have to give up four I'm 
not going to try to share all these stories but | spent time in Kosovo between 96 98 where there was a non- 
violent movement to try to resist the apartheid policies of Milosevic and Serbian regime and here were 
10,000 students walking peacefully to their old university where they'd been kicked out and all their books 
and all the books in the Albanian language had been burned and it was like the film of Selma if you've seen 
this they're just walking peacefully and then all of a sudden there's a line of police and their horses and just 
plowed into them well what the people in Kosovo said to me is David this is impossible this is an apartheid 
kind of system it's an 
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apartheid kind of system it's an explosion waiting to happen we need to engage in more active nonviolent 
resistance but to do that we need international people to come in to present David can you find the people to 
come and | gulped and | said well | will try and | went speaking all over Europe and around the United States 
about articles and television and said cousin was an explosion waiting to happen they want to engage in 
more active non-violence but they need international people to come and be present can you come and most 
people said where's Kosovo because there's not been a war there and how would they know where it was 
and besides were very busy we have all these commitments and we're in school and with jobs so in May of 
that year President Clinton went on national television and said there's ethnic cleansing happening in Kosovo 
we have two choices we can look the other way and do nothing or we can go in and start bombing and we 
started bombing for | think 78 days Kosovo and Serbia and Belgrade and those of us that knew the situation 
there knew there was a third alternative and that was to support the nonviolent struggle and that to me was 
the moral imperative to try to start a global non-wealthy force of hundreds and eventually thousands of 
people trained in non-violence that could go to conflict areas at the invitation of local peacemakers and help 
make peaceful change possible and to protect civilians this is Mel Duncan and me who were kind 
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this is Mel Duncan and me who were kind of seen as two of the cofounders of the nonviolent Peaceforce and 
we don't have thousands yet but we have over 200 unarmed civilian peacekeepers who have been in sri 
lanka there in ellen min Danelle and berm in South Sudan in Syria and the starting a project in Iraq and it's 
not only protecting a lot of civilians lives and as you probably know 80% of the people dying in wars these 
days or civilians but people at the United Nations are beginning to understand that unarmed civilian 
intervention is much more effective and much less costly in lives and money than armed intervention so | 
mean part of our goal is that the world can learn we have an alternative to bombing people to sending in the 
Marines and the Special Forces when there's a problem I've also as you know of President Bush called 
Aaron part of the axis of evil and so similar to so Union back in the 60s | thought well let's get to know the 
people in Iran they're our next people that our country wants to go and fight wars with so anyway these are | 
took fellowship reconciliation groups to Iran back in 78 years ago and these are some of these evil Iranian 
people that were prepared to kill and it's worth still it's very very dangerous | mean we could be at war you 
know a week from now a month from now with a run if 
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from now a month from now with a run if not with Russia or China ours and any other places that we're trying 
to prepare for when the United States invaded Iraq and the shock and awe in March of 19 2003 in San 
Francisco we closed down the financial district to an F date in literally thousands of us who were blocking the 
streets doing a massive diet and on the anniversary of that day each year for for many years we've had die 
ends on Market Street and here we are and actually the photo on the front of my book is just after I've been 
arrested I'm well protected by several police on both sides part peach workers the organization that I'm 
working closely ooredoo I'm the director of is trying to work to support nonviolent movements nonviolent 
struggles in different parts of the world and there are people all over the world that have discovered the 
power of non-violence and they're in the majority of countries in the world have been powerful nonviolent 
movements this is something very different than 50 years ago when people had heard of Gandhi and people 
were beginning to hear about Martin Luther King but now nonviolent movements have overthrown the 
dictatorship in in the Philippines in Liberia in Morocco all over Eastern Europe and just in the last month in 
South Korea they had a president that was a very dictatorial her father had been dictator that had locked up 
people for 15 years 
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locked up people for 15 years or more years including good friends of mine oh well one of the things that 
we've been doing in and now they have elected a new president who instead of wanting to make war with 
North Korea is committed to trying to make peace with North Korea in turn the most recent example of 


people power on they've had millions and millions of people in the street for months well this is in Jeju Island 
uh in addition to getting ready for war with Russia and as you probably know uh when the Soviet Union 
agreed to the reunification of Germany they were promised by President Reagan or was it Bush Bush the 
first Bush that we would not move NATO one inch forward to the eastward well we've not only gone one inch 
eastward we're now right on the Russian borders and American tanks and fire jets and our submarines and 
naval naval ships are right off the coast and we're doing naltar exercises have thousands of American troops 
right there on their border and so they're very worried about and of course the Russians are responding with 
their fighter jets and so what you were literally within you know yards of each other prepared for a war that 
could put the end to all of us well we're also getting ready for war with China and surrounding China with 
military bases and this is on Jeju Island where over 60,000 people residents of Jeju Island back in 1948 47 
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residents of Jeju Island back in 1948 47 48 before the Korean War they refused to go along with the idea of a 
anti-communist South Korea versus a communist North Korea we're all Korean people so sixty thousand 
people were assassinated at the orders of an American general this is not known in this country but it's part 
of | mean we all we had a hysteria about anything communist and they knew that people would anyway won't 
go into all that but on Jeju Island that same island where 60,000 people were assassinated the u.s. and 
South Korean military have been building on a massive military base which was part of the military bases 
surrounding China and the people there for eight years have been struggling non-violently to try to stop that 
military base not only because it will destroy their whole way of life but because it will make them a focal 
point for here there's a nuclear war and they don't want to have any part of it well as | say they've been 
blocking bulldozers and you know cement trucks every day every day for eight years so we've part of what 
we've been doing is sending people over there to accompany them this is Gaza where many of us have not 
enough of some of us have visited and as you probably know Gaza has been under the it's essentially been 
imprisoned by the Israeli government and I've been Assange and they can't get Goods they can't travel 
outside the country they can't get good within the country and every year or two there are 
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country and every year or two there are massive military strikes by the Israeli government this woman is 
showing photographs of 28 of her family members that have been killed this is the human side of war which 
is and the only way Wars can continue is this if if the American government get the cooperation of American 
people to go along with this either partly by paying our taxes 50% of which goes for and contributing our 
young men and women to go and fight and kill and be killed and by our silence are doing nothing to allow this 
insanity to continue it's one of the hopeful things | think the Occupy movement where people were saying we 
want a government of and By and For all the people not just the 1% I'm going our peace Navy in the Bay 
Area among other things helped block a South African cargo ship which was coming to unload its cargo in 
intimacies Koller and so we got out there and tried to speak truth to power and the longshoreman when they 
heard what we're doing is said look if you'll in addition doing that get out and actually try to block the 
longshoremen going to work we won't cross your picket line which we did and that ship actually was not able 
to unload its cargo in the in the San Francisco Bay and then it went to Portland the same thing happened in 
Seattle and went back to South Africa 
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when when Nelson Mandela was elected president he came to the Bay Area and thanked all of us for what 
we've done to support the struggle there another place that from the point of view our military we now have 
to have drone warfare so we can actually drop bombs on people in any country we choose without 
Americans have any risking any of our lives so these are the perfect weapon then the American people of 
course will not oppose them so people from Northern California have been going up to Beale Air Force Base 
each month for the last three years | think it is and vigils and liquid and here's Jan and | are joining others to 
block workers going into work there that's been happening at Creech Air Force Base in Nevada and it's been 


half in New York State other places around the country it's just we as concerned citizens can't just stand by 
and watch what would consider crimes against humanity to continue to be done in our names and with our 
tax dollars well it's the final story I'll share this is a Fort Detrick which was the germ warfare plant of outside 
our north of Maryland and north of the Washington DC in Frederick Maryland and the United States was 
developing a biological warfare including something called Q fever and two ounces of this if spread evenly 
around the world could kill most of people in the world well the United States was developing this and 
Quakers and others in his back in 1959 | went 
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and others in his back in 1959 | went and had a silent vigil it's my mom with a schoolteacher there in the 
white she went in her summer vacations to be a part of this vigil in the blazing hot summer and in the in the 
winter was very cold just standing there and silence outside the base well the workers had been ordered to 
they're all driving to just drive straight in the base don't take any leaflets don't look at these people I'll just go 
right into work well that was a little disheartening you know you'd be there day after day after day and | think 
was ten hours a day people were out there well my folks ten years later moves out to Oregon and my mom 
was in a bookstore one day in the sky look at her and came up torn he says were you a part of that vigil at 
forty six ten years ago and she said yeah he says well | just want you to know it's because of you folks that | 
resigned my job and quite amazing you know ten years later three thousand miles away he remembered the 
space that he wasn't supposed to have even seen so | just say that you know what we do may seem very 
small or insignificant but we never know where the ripples you know end up so um | hope that these stories 
have been a little bit inspiring for you and [Applause] 
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because of the time constraint yes I'm not going to ask questions I'm going to open it up to everyone and 
there's something it has greater are my questions thank you I'll give you one minute to sort of think about it 
thank you for that last thing | was going to say that it isn't it true what we never know the effect of our asses 
whether it's with our children whether it was with people we're doing political work with whether it's just this 
power of love the power of organized love which is non-violent direct action and | just want to thank you | 
think all of us are taking the courage to do this to remind ourselves that it does make a difference it does we 
can't often see it it's old after sometimes way after it happens but it does make a difference and so | want to 
thank you for being with us and open this up yeah demonstrate America if you also demonstrated the School 
of the Americas I've been that we've been down there once but people probably know every year thousands 
of people are down there demonstrating and getting arrested and some people getting six six or twelve 
months in jail we're going over the u.s. key to storage where is the world's among other things right yes all 
the brave 200 people that the peacekeepers around the world you know outside of myself in their place more 
realistically what is the risk factor for all these these people of mine and what is the risk that the task 
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mine and what is the risk that the task keepers would be able talked about these 200 bus people for making 
that decision well we've we've we've had people on the ground in areas of severe conflict since 2002 
probably two thousand one or two and no one has been killed from the nonviolent Peaceforce um we have 
been in in situations when the Navy and one things we are doing in South Sudan for instance is being in 
refugee camps but you know and armed are several armed soldiers came into one tent where there are a 
bunch of people that were going to shoot and when they saw that there were foreigners there said you get 
out of here or you'll get shot too and they said we're not leaving and we're we're appealing to you not to open 
fire on these people either and the soldiers end up going leaving but all right so it's not that they're not taking 
a they're not there's there's no risk but similar to my situation with the guys with switchblade | think it's partly 
luck it's partly | think very often soldiers armies even place are prepared to deal with violence but they're not 
really prepared to deal with you know people who are courageous all that are not going to hate you but are 
willing to reach out to you you know as you are also part of the humanity 
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you are also part of the humanity and one of the books on the table back there how many of you have heard 
of why civil resistance works by Erica Chenoweth and Maria Stephan they studied 323 violent and nonviolent 
movements over the last 110 years and found that the nonviolent movements were twice as likely to be 
successful and more than twice as likely not to end up in civil war or more dictatorship so for people who say 
if you really want to be effective you know you have to be prepared with violence or to use violence well it 
ain't true and these were not peaceniks when they started the study but anyway this is really quite 
miraculous and | think the nonviolent Peaceforce is part of this and even the Pope | don't know how many of 
you know about this but the Catholic churches had believed in the Just War theory for generations the Pope 
is now his what do you call it his New Year's message was on active non-violence this year and he he may 
be making an encyclical on on non-violence and giving up the Just War theory oh and he spoke truth to 
power in Congress if you may remember a year or two ago and also at the United Nations um so even the 
Pope was getting the message in his first encyclical he he named the Louisville QWERTY right the system is 
a proximate cause climate change and then all of us have to create an alternate social system right in it it's 
other questions and how you organized this on 
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questions and how you organized this on the spot how the judge was gonna slam us all on this fellow tape 
but hey you're here to dig solidary together wastin an arraignment and then we we all they drop the charges 
and free up that we should see this | wasn't really impressed great you're talking because | figured like better 
did you mention sharp and while dead also | want to ask about ok Jersey World War two one | hard for me to 
get my head around how you would got rid of that forever just straight round know things business here so 
the question is about Jean Sharpton down down practitioner image in books and about applications could it 
have been possible Germans in World War two so my wife Jen is just held up two books by gene sharp one 
is called nonviolent struggle 20th century experience 21st century potential and the other is from dictatorship 
to democracy and that predict from dictatorship to democracy has been translated into like 35 languages and 
it's been used as a handbook uh by students in in Serbia for instance and with use in Egypt in the struggle 
part of Arab Spring and essentially what's talking about is you just non cooperate you non cooperate with the 
role or the dictator the person that is not really 
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dictator the person that is not really representing the people's interest and if if you bring down those pillars 
and if you as one over the police the army the farmers the trade unions etc are the educators the media folks 
which they did in all these societies | mean they had | think 800,000 people in Belgrade and there were 
orders to the police to open fire on all these people you know from Milosevic well they booked out and at this 
crowd of people and they saw their own children and children of their family members etc said what kind of 
lawless order and for the two years that the students were organizing twelve students started that whole 
effort uh they did not vilify the police in the military they were being used by the six teacher for his own 
purposes and so if you see the police in the military as enemy you're not going to win them over | mean if 
you do any kind of violence soon and they will also knew the importance of told if nonviolent discipline but 
any rate um so gene sharp and if you've seen the film the ruin what the called about there's a film that's that 
made about gene sharp oh yeah um Dan Ellsberg was called is the most dangerous man in America but this 
is similar but um as far as Germany there's a film a called the good war and those have refused to fight it 
which is about the second world war and conscientious objectors and Steve Kerry 
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conscientious objectors and Steve Kerry who is a Quaker that I've actually gone to jail with of times he was 
asked that exact question how would Quakers have dealt with Hitler and he responded he's very kind of 
peacefully he says you know I'd like to think that if the rest of the world had treated Germany the way the 
Quakers did we would have never had a Hitler or | mean maybe there was a Hitler but it would not have 


gotten the support of the German people um and Quakers were you know after the first world war the 
Germans were the enemy and and the whole rest the world put severe sanctions you know and actually took 
out the industry etc from Germany very hardship on the on the people and the Quakers were opening up 
soup kitchens for the children well um so that's | think every war actually shows the seeds for the next war 
and we're certainly seeing that | mean the war in Afghanistan and Iraq and Nell Syria | mean we are creating 
enemies much faster than we can kill them | mean we didn't have al Qaeda or Isis or any of that before we 
start but | think and there's a film called which also back on the table a force more powerful which I'm for 
those of you that don't know the film | think the Resource Center does have a copy or maybe you do too but 
it's six half-hour segments about powerful nonviolent movements all around the world it includes the sit-ins 
lunch counters in this country it includes Gandhi salt march in India includes the nonviolent resistance to 
Hitler in Denmark where 95 
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resistance to Hitler in Denmark where 95 or 98 percent of the Jewish people were saved and they in their 
own way non cooperated with the Hitler regime it's about the Solidarity movement in Poland it's about the 
transformation of South Africa and most people say art then but when there's apartheid said the only way 
that the system was ever going to end is was at ol bloody mess well it didn't happen that way and the non 
violent overthrow Pinochet in Chile | mean a lot more could be added but these do or professionally done it's 
been shown on PBS and we need to hear the stories and understand them at our heart gut level of the 
power of non-violence and people of the world are discovering that power and we in this country have but we 
just need to take it more seriously we have Sarah next I'll try not to be so long-winded yes it's the call the 
power of non-violent action at three volumes manner required every a ceremony the people recognize and 
this is all around the world that this was the right approach take tremendous now the other 
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approach take tremendous now the other side should we have your eyes were proposed by behind our arms 
with equipment things that is really really difficult to not lose one's temper but it you know is people who drive 
up there where you can put the other side on what they did and they're kinda so these people in jail these 
people were not bottle people with armies and so admitted somebody to come by on the minitor the debt that 
our people are responsible for the energy drinks right now and the public support backed up and and the the 
issue gets lost in the public now there's a very important book by Jim Douglas he's ready okay um yeah | 
mean | think the question was yes | think the key Jim Douglas think we played a small part in in helping 
encourage Kennedy to move from cold warrior to really putting his whole energy into trying to move us away 
from you know nuclear confrontation and and peace with Russia and the rest of the world and um as you 
know from that book uh in the latter year Kent Kennedy's last year he went against all his national security 
advisors if he had listened to his national security advisors in the Cuban Missile Crisis we 
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advisors in the Cuban Missile Crisis we would have had nuclear war only his brother and he said no we're 
not going to launch the missiles uh and you know were able to work out an agreement was Russia on how to 
you know get away from the crisis so | | agree very much with Jim who's done that research and pepper this 
written book and film etc that it was because of Kennedy's giving up the military state and and really working 
actively to try to move away from that military confrontation to real peaceful existence coexistence that got 
him killed by the military-industrial complex and the national security state and | see the deep state | mean | 
don't like Trump at all but | think it is the deep state in this country today that is demonizing Russia and 
blaming Russia for you know the election stuff and you know all the rest of it and I think they were were and 
are quite worried that maybe from for whatever his reasons might want to make peace with Russia and that's 
not acceptable so it's it's it's kind of Sion it's not that | support Trump but I | distrust the deep state which is 


the military-industrial complex and it's the national security apparatus in this country that is just so embedded 
in that whole Cold War hot war if necessary mentality that is a very big problem yes Berkeley thank you like 
really activist 
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Berkeley thank you like really activist family of marching and winder 150 year old my parents where I had a 
good life of that and | teach them out of communication and positive presence that's one of the encourages 
not be taught about the industrialization in prison as a business yeah the humanization that's happening 
within well | | think what you're do you know what you're doing it's teaching alternatives to violence in the 
prison is very important and a Kazu Haga that will be leading the king in non-violence training here this 
weekend | think that's this weekend right that was a milk arm has been doing training in prisons so that's very 
important | mean I think the new Jim Crow I've not actually been I've been actively involved but there is a 
whole movement in this country of which is really challenging this whole system of incarcerated people of 
color and incarcerated immigrants and people without legal papers etc um that's another very are those are 
two very critical movements that are happening today and | will you in prison in 2012 preggers himself in 
healthy base paper great authors agreement and hostility racial ethnic and geographic lines and that he use 
old to fight done it allowed over 30,000 
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to fight done it allowed over 30,000 prisoners to unite and in the hunger strike a 2013 and since 2012 to 
violence among people in California adult prisons has decreased by half so they are really losing in non- 
violence jobs prisoners study the Irish hunger strikers they studied up in Marbella and the heart a romantic 
study has my calendar there their political leaders and revolutionaries and visionaries who we have a huge 
amounts of bars on them about non-violence thank you thank you bomani it sounds like you have some hope 
and the president administration may be handing of the white flag you know the Olive Branch towards Russia 
I'm just wondering how you know in this day of America first you know that mentality how you dealing what's 
your forecast | mean what your crystal ball you know tell you after all there's a sharp organs ah | | don't know 
as | want to try to forecast | think if if this country looked at what happened in most recently in Korea where 
they had a president that was corrupt was had her cronies in all the key possession positions etc who took 
money away from programs for the 
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took money away from programs for the people including safety | mean the big ferry disaster several 
thousand people got killed a couple years ago on the militarism the making agreements with Japan which 
gave up the rights of comfort women you know etc uh millions of people took the streets not just for one day 
or two days but ongoing basis made the country uncover nerble and brought the attention and through 
nonviolent discipline and brought the attention to all the problems of this president and you know she's not 
first she got kicked out being president and now he's in prison are we happened but | fell out so so it's really 
up to the American people and it's the same thing there's a deep state | mean the deep state can't get away 
with their madness if the American people won't put up with it so | know who to blame is it the deep state or 
is it us ah and so that's that's the reason | think we need to propagandize as a power of non-violence and the 
power that we have is people to really demand the kind of government that's really going to represent our 
interests and not the 1% or they're always and and to refuse to listen to propaganda take two more questions 
and then we can gate will be here to talk sign books Marilyn and then hero the militarization of our country 
and | wonder how much that's different in our countries in other countries like their local police you know 
trying to 
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their local police you know trying to get their own half their own citizens that worries me | feel like they're 
being brainwashed question and militarization of our own community environment well uh we are the most 
militarized country in the world uh the world is spending two trillion dollars a year on wars and preparations 
for wars 1 trillion of that is from the United States and the fifty four billion dollars which which Trump has 
asked for increase in our military budget is more than the Russians spend totally for their military budget and 
what we're spending on the military the next ten countries are not spending as much as we are all together 
all together or tell my friends about it yeah yeah well you know unless people can get the truth you know 
democracy has no chance of working and | think through the internet we have more opportunity we do have 
things like democracy now | think tries to tell the truth as it as as things are um but | wasn't going to say | | 
think it's like you've heard the story of the Frog if you if a frog jumps into a 
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Frog if you if a frog jumps into a boiling pot of water it will jump out if you put it into cold water and gradually 
bring it to boiling it'll boil to this and that's kind of what's happened to us as the American people we have 
we've grown accustomed | mean we have bombed dirty countries since this at the end of the Second World 
War we're bombing seven primarily Muslim countries right now and we wonder why more and more people 
are joining Isis to fight us you know and in each of these drone strikes where maybe we'll kill one quote 
terrorists there's at least 10 other folks that are killed there and if if we put ourselves in the shoes of those 
other family members who've lost their loved one which we've got to get back at this terrible country that is 
vomiting us so if our goal is to have perpetual war forever have war with the world we're right on track but 
you know they did that we've got is to to wake up and say we're not going to put up with any more and | do 
believe that the peace movement and the environmental movement and the you know the immigration you 
know movement black lives matter etc we are all really the same movement | mean it's different 
manifestations of it and we have to realize that we're all if we if we will get together to get together and and 
see ourselves as part of the same movement and Reverend William barber I've not been following in North 
Carolina but it's brought many of the communities together say well you know 
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communities together say well you know this is really one struggle this is annex and there's 12 states that 
are doing something similar the moral Mondays you may have heard about this so moral Mondays because 
every Monday uh for for months and months they would do an action bringing together all these groups but 
each Monday they would focus on a different issue so the other thing | was going to just | wanted to mention 
is Professor Johan galtung who's from Norway and has helped start the Peace Studies programs all over the 
world and his work as a mediator in many conflicts he says the American Empire will be over by 2020 but the 
only and he still stands like that he made this prediction ten twelve years ago the only question is will the 
American Empire go down like every Empire has gone down by fighting one war after another after another 
after another to hold on to our power you know and an influence and economic superiority etc or are we 
going to join the world's people in making this transition as peaceful as possible and | see that is a big 
challenge to us is American people | mean are we going to put up with one war after another after another or 
seven Wars at a time or if we just start a nuclear war of course then it will be all over but we're you probably 
know we're closer to nuclear war than we've been any time since the Cuban Missile Crisis so and 
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since the Cuban Missile Crisis so and we're paying for it and the funds from our day care programs that our 
schools and everything else is being cut the climate change work so we can fund you know greater military 
well are we going to put up with it or we're going to be like the Frog that boils to death so four minutes after 
when I promise because so Carol last question and enrolled we you would help and then we did for me Oh 
double question ominous a phone oh you can play with it so the first is how do how would you recommend 
that we see that people stand up to the state second one is if you had your druthers what would you what 
would you like to see than then effect the ripples from this gathering here and do | have more than 30 


seconds yes this is now what we'll call this part of this discussion all those are both great questions on you 
repeat the question before you answer it partly because why are you will repeat at this okay so the second 
question well the first question was the second question was and | do 
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was the second question was and | do drugs what would this group internally and outside of ourselves pay 
from this hell and act on and the first question is looking at the deep state what you envision an action that 
we could do that would be effective | think one we we need to have solidarity with each other and you 
remember Martin nieméller and in Nazi Germany first they came after the Communists and | was not a 
communist that they came after the Jews no it's not as you and then they came the trade unionist no that's 
not a trade unionist and then they came after me and there was nobody else to be there for me well so we 
need that's we need to do that um not be like Martin emos um second | think like the students in Greensboro 
North Carolina more likely for people that sailed the or attempted to sail the Golden Rule into the nuclear test 
area that this group of people or a group of your friends look at something that you feel very deeply about 
which is a part of the deep state whether its climate change or whether it's you know the militarism and 
danger of nuclear war etcetera and some local manifestation of that you know that you could | really address 
you know somewhere close to home up put up in in and Livermore there's ongoing campaign to try to bring 
the truth out about what's happening in Livermore because which they say is we're developing alternative 
energy and stuff which has 2% of their budget and a 98 percent is in the 
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budget and a 98 percent is in the nuclear weapons um but anyway so do some research and find and issues 
that people a group of you really care about and um if you haven't already had it get some nonviolent training 
and you know let's look at look at the force more powerful and read read some read my book and why civil 
resistance works is better to really and there is something called the nonviolent action data database from 
Swarthmore College that George Leakey helped students is fifteen thousand that right now fifteen hundred 
are nonviolent campaigns that they have researched and you look at what worked and what did not work and 
you can identify if it's trying to bring down the government if it's a labor union struggle if it's a women's issues 
you know whatever it is but so learn from those campaigns um there's a website | don't know how many of 
you know about called wedgie non-violence which gets excellent articles about non-violent campaigns in this 
country and other parts of the world that you can actually write for but also learn from what other people are 
doing so I'll get to nonviolent training and then prepare yourself for a long-term sustained struggle you know 
addressing that issue which is a part of it and it's not just a reformist reform it's really going at the larger 
structure of violence and sometimes that can be months sometimes 
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sometimes that can be months sometimes it can be years so the idea of going you know once a month or 
once a year to a demonstration is it's not going to do it and you never know whether like the four students are 
going through North Carolina what you do is going to be a sparkplug to a whole bunch of other people | can 
realize all we can do something in our own community and that is happening around sanctuary cities for 
instance | mean so we know about that but you know and California is even a you know there's at least an 
effort if it's not actually compulsory it that you know the federal government is saying if California declared 
itself a sanctuary state you know all the federal money that usually comes into California will be cut off well 
there are people in Sacramento that are saying okay California is sending the federal government even 
much more money than what you're giving us for schools all this stuff we're not going to we're not going to 
pay it to you well and hospitals are are becoming sanctuary hospitals and saying we're not going to 
cooperate if ice comes in and says okay we're looking for the undocumented people so these are always | 
mean Jen and I have been refusing 50% of our our taxes because they go forward killing people every year 


and that's a way almost everybody has to pay some taxes federal taxes well 50% of it again give it to groups 
that are really going to do what you want done with it instead of bombing people in some other country um so 
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people in some other country um so | might my hope | guess is that | mean what encourages me and Martin 
Luther King as you know said the arc of the universe is long but it bends toward justice and he also said 
once in a church basement was just about 35 people he said we have the power in this room if we mobilize it 
to completely change the future course of America you know people could have said this man is delusional 
you know how our 35 people that could change the future course of America but he believes it you know and 
he helped other people believe it and you know we're help you know help bring about some very significant 
change and point away about how we could bring much more change and it's inspired people today in the 
immigration movement the black lives matter movement the peace movement you know etc and all over the 
world so as a hopeful thing is that people all around the world are discovering the power of non-violent 
people power movement and | think we've kind of learned about it and a half way basis but if we really 
learned about it and came to the belief that we are all one human family you know we're not separated by 
nationality or religion or race or you know you know sexuality or any of the rest of it that we're really one 
human family if we really believe that you know as Brian Wilson you know believes that you know we will 
have to put that in practice and that can be revolutionary so | hope | hope that [Applause] 


END 


